
Katie Stonewater joined the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity in March 
2020.  She is a Senior Advisor for Energy and works on policies and programs at the Department to 
advance Illinois’ energy economy.   
 
Katie comes from a background in government and policy.  Most recently, she was the Executive 
Director of the Energy Council at the Illinois Chamber of Commerce, worked in the private industry for a 
women-owned small business that supports multi-million dollar government contracts, and has over a 
decade of government experience working on energy and environment issues for Congressman Jerry 
Costello in Washington D.C., staffing the Congressman on the House Science and Technology Committee 
and Energy Subcommittee.  She also worked for Lt. Governor Pat Quinn with a focus on energy and 
telecommunications issues. Katie is a graduate of the University of Illinois – Urbana. She spent a 
semester studying abroad in Belgium and a year teaching English as a foreign language in Prague, Czech 
Republic. 
 
 


